To See If I´m Smiling (Lir´ot im ani mechajechet) Israel is the only country in the world where 18-year-old girls do compulsory military service. In Tamar Yarom's engaging film, several former recruits describe their experiences in the army. All of them were posted in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, where the conflict is most intense. Although the women themselves were never direct participants in military operations, they went through situations which spelled the end of their carefree adolescence. The ex-conscripts speak with unusual openness of the absurdity of the never-ending war between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and explain what it meant for them personally to live surrounded by men. 
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