The Panocha Quartet was founded in 1968, in time when its members were still students at the Prague Conservatory. Their first breakthrough came when the Quartet won the prize of Laureate of the 1975 Prague Spring International String Quartet Competition. From that time on the Quartet has been acheiving international recognition and fame going from one triumph to another. Since 1975 the Panocha Quartet has made fifteen visits to the USA and Canada and has been a regular visitor to Great Britain, as well as Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Israel, Mexico and other countries. In 1976 it was awarded the Gold Medal in Bordeaux, in 1982 came a Supraphon Gold Disc and in 1983 it received the Grand Prix de l´Académie Charles Cross in Paris.
 
The Panocha Quartet puts particular emphasis on Czech music, especially the works of Smetana, Dvořák, Janáček and Martinů. However, its extensive repertoire also includes many Viennese classics, notably many of the quartets of Haydn, as well as those of twentieth century masters such as Bartók and Shostakovich.
 
The members of the Prague-based quartet are violinists Jiri Panocha and Pavel Zejfart, violist Miroslav Sehnoutka, and cellist Jaroslav Kulhan.
