Since 1994, Belarusian President Lukashenka has dismissed Western criticism of his leadership. He instead focuses on gaining tighter control and influence over Belarusian society. His Soviet-era policies have led the Western media to label him as "the last European dictator." Today's modern Belarus is known for reviving political imprisonment, incidences of politically-motivated disappearances, and persecution of pro-democracy activists and their families.

Created by photographer Alexander Polo in cooperation with People in Need (a non-profit organization that supports human rights and democracy), the exhibition Spark of Bravery consists of 14 portraits of Belarusian dissidents and activists and tells their stories. The current regime in Belarus violates the constitutional rights of Belarusian citizens in numerous ways sometimes similar, sometimes different from the ones that many Czechs remember from the communist era in Czechoslovakia.

