FAMILY   CHRISTMAS  CONCERT

GOOD   KING   WENCESLAS
Concert, Christmas Carols, Narrated GOOD KING WENCESLAS Story

Rejoice in audience participation sing-along.

A Celebration of the Christmas Season to Delight the Whole Family

Saint Wenceslaus Church, Spillville, Iowa
Saturday, December 22, 2007 – 2:00pm
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Admission: $5 Adult.   Students, Children and Seniors Free.
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	Sponsored in part by a grant from the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, and the Czech Heritage Partnership - a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit Iowa Corporation


Performed by the world-class musicians of Five Seasons Music Group.

The GOOD KING WENCESLAS legend and carols will be presented and narrated in pictures on screen. All music will be recognized popular and spiritual music of the Christmas season.

1860 Saint Wenceslaus Church is the oldest Czech Catholic Church in America.

1870 Saint Wenceslaus School is the oldest Czech parochial school in America.

Joy To The World !!!
%

Family Christmas Concert

“Celebrating The Season – Good King Wenceslas in Music and Stories”

   The Good King Wenceslas theme will be the focus of a special Christmas concert to delight the whole family, Saturday, December 22, 2007 at 2:00pm at St. Wenceslaus Church in Spillville, Iowa.

   This concert will be a celebration of the season featuring Concert, Christmas Carols, narrated GOOD KING WENCESLAS Story, and bell ringing.  Rejoice in audience participation sing-alongs.

   This event is specially programmed to delight family members of all ages.

   All music will be recognized popular and spiritual music of the Christmas season.

  The GOOD KING WENCESLAS legend and carols will be presented and narrated in pictures on screen by the world-class musicians of Five Seasons Music Group.
   The story of Good King Wenceslas (Saint Wenceslas) is based on actual events that occurred in the tenth century.  It is about a kind-hearted Duke of Bohemia and his page who set out to help a poor man on a cold winter’s night and experienced a miracle along the way.  It reminds listeners and singers of all ages that helping others is a blessing.  Good King Wenceslas is one of the most popular carols – in fact, one of the most popular songs - ever written.

   Many popular and traditional carols are included in the program, including selections by Czech composers and others.  These include: O Christmas Tree, Deck The Halls, Jingle Bells, Hark The Herald Angels, The Pastoral from Handel’s Messiah, and much more.  Included in the closing selections will be Joy To the World, and the beloved and familiar Silent Night.

   It was on Christmas Eve in 1914 during World War I that Silent Night stopped the war – at least for a little while.  Silent Night was heard coming from the trenches across No Man’s Land.  The other side answered with Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.  And through that Christmas Eve carols were heard from one side to be answered by the other.  Near sunrise a pyramid of light made its way across the 70 yards separating the trenches.  It was a small Christmas tree with candles aflame being carried by a soldier.  All was quiet as scores of candles appeared along the lines of both sides.  And so it was that Silent Night stopped the war - and at least part of the world was at peace - at least for a little while.

   The musicians for this event are the players of the Five Seasons Music group.  They are recognized and highly regarded as individuals and as members of this group.  They are accomplished players and teachers with diverse and extensive backgrounds in performing and teaching and festival participation across America and in many other countries.  They are:  Julie Fischer, violin; Peter Opie, cello; Julia Sakharova, violin; Brett Wolgast, organist; Suzanne Wagor, viola; and Richard Wagor, double bass.  They come together for this event, respectively, from: Kentucky, Indiana, New Jersey, Iowa, New York City, and Tennessee.

   Tickets for this event will be available at the door starting at 1:15 on Saturday, December 22.  Adults $5.  Students, children and seniors free.  As always tax-deductible free-will offerings to help sustain our concert series are gratefully accepted by the Czech Heritage Partnership, a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Iowa Corporation.

   This special Christmas event is presented as celebration of the season through the efforts of the Czech Heritage Partnership and Five Season Music Group with support from the Ministry Of Culture of the Czech Republic.

   We Wish You A Merry Christmas!!!

