MASOPUST  2008 Is Coming – February 2, 2008

MASOPUST, which translates to “good-bye to meat”, is Czech-Style Mardi Gras (before Lent Carnival).  It traditionally takes place during the period before the start of Lent, Ash Wednesday.  This festive event is organized by the Czech Heritage Partnership, a local area pubic service organization, whose mission is the preservation and promotion of the heritage in cooperation with others, Czech or not, of like mind.  The event benefits local heritage and historic projects.

Masopust will be held Saturday, February 2, 2008, at The Community Center in Protivin, Iowa.  The festivities start with doors opening at 1:00am, to 9:00pm.  A full Czech meal begins at 4:30, and activities continue throughout the afternoon into the evening.

Festivities include live music – Jim Busta and Larry Novotny – traditional Masopust opening ceremony; dancing; complete Czech meal; costume recognition; Czech dancers from Montgomery, Minnesota; Masopust skit; door prizes; auction; raffle; and a very good time for everyone.

Attendees are encouraged to come in their ethnic or festival costumes.  Ethnic costumes of any national origin of the wearer and/or other festival (Masopust, Mardi Gras, Carnival) costumes are all welcome and encouraged.

For Masopust 2008 the recognized Czech village is Zverkovice.  This is the ancestral village of Cyril M. Klimesh, author of “They Came To This Place – A History of Spillville, Iowa, and its Czech Settlers”.  Cyril’s book is the definitive work on pioneer Czech-American settlement and life in a pioneer Czech-American community.  Spillville is the earliest Czech community west of the Mississippi River and north of St. Louis, commencing in 1854/55.  Cyril’s book is currently being translated into the Czech language and is scheduled for release at a Colloquium in Brno, Czech Republic, in April 2008.  It may very well be the first ever history book of its kind to be written by a Czech-American to be translated back to the ancestral language.

Attendance for Masopust is by advance ticket only.  The number of tickets, $20 per person, is limited, so get yours early.  Masopust 2007 was sold out five weeks before the event.  The ticket covers the entire event excluding beverages, auction and raffle.  The contacts for tickets and/or more information are Linus Voves – 641-394-2055; Eileen Tlusty – 563-569-8744; JoAnn Dostal – 563-569-8251; Steven Klimesh – 563-562-3594..

A warm invitation is extended to everyone.  Vítáme Vás   “We Welcome You” !!!

* * * * * * * * *

