In commemoration of Czech historical anniversaries, Ambassador Petr Kolář will open the Fateful Eights in Czech History Conference. Founder of the Czechoslovak Documentation Center Vilém Pre an will present an opening address on the Czech 20th century.

October 23, 9:00 AM

1st Panel: The Creation of Czechoslovakia in 1918

(Tomás Garrigue Masaryk, the United States and the creation of Czechoslovakia in 1918. Democratic traditions and ideals in Czech history)

2nd Panel: Czechoslovakia and Munich 1938
(European politics in the 1930s. Challenge of Fascism and Nazism to European democracy)

October 24, 10:00 AM

3rd Panel: Czechoslovakia and the Communist Coup of 1948

(Communism and Czechoslovakia in the 20th Century. Czechoslovakia and the superpowers after World War II. Victims of communism)

4th Panel: Czechoslovakia, Prague Spring, and the Occupation of 1968

(Prague Spring 1968 and limits of "socialism with a human face." USA and the Soviet Union in 1968)

Closing session: The Other Life of the Eights

(A reflection on the impact of Czech historical events on the Czech political psychology and the international system: traumatic lessons of Munich and occupations, promising lessons of freedom and democracy)
