ARTiCO is an independent volunteer organization run by artists for artists.
Under the umbrella of Hearts Open Toronto, ARTiCO makes its own decisions about operations, memberships, exhibitions and services as long as they fall under the key HOT principles: "Use the Arts to build communities", and "It's about embracing."
ARTiCO was founded following Zuzana Hahn's and Pavla Quinn's conversations with Czech and Slovak artists, who expressed a common sense of isolation and a need to connect in order to share their ideas, concerns and resources. A decision was quickly made to include ALL like-minded artists, regardless of ethnic origin.
The concept is loosely based on the "Salon des refusés" made famous by the French Impressionists and other creative thinkers of the day, who used to meet in cafés, sketch, eat, drink, and often support each other by buying each others' work. (or so the legend goes...)
We're extremely fortunate to have found great support and understanding here and now:
-    A cool and cozy home in downtown Toronto's legendary Rivoli Lounge.
-    A sponsor in Pilsner Urquell, a favorite of Bohemians of all persuasions.
-      Media support of OMNI television through NovaVize Czech TV.
-    Resident musicians, who serve on HOT's board and embody the spirit of ARTiCO.
-  Finally, we are fortunate to live in this culturally diverse wonder called Toronto.
Visual artists and performers face a tough challenge in these days of virtual entertainment, shrinking government support, and building laws that convert traditional artists' loft studios into trendy condos and funky cafés into chain fashion stores. Where will it stop?
The role of a healthy arts community is vital to the health of a city - holding up a mirror that allows us to reflect and learn. We invite everyone to share the power of creativity and rise above the mundane.
Come raise a glass with us, and don't be surprised if somebody draws a sketch of you or one of your favourite musicians, buys you a drink, or engages in a spontaneous debate.
