For immediate release:

On February 11, 2011, Michael F. Klimesh and Steven A. Klimesh, residents of Spillville, IA, and both representing the Czech Heritage Partnership (CHP) of Northeast Iowa, and Michael additionally representing the Czech North American Chamber Of Commerce And Culture, were among approximately 50 guests invited to and attending a reception at the Czech Republic Consulate in Chicago honoring the President of the Czech Republic, H. E. Professor Vaclav Klaus.  The Klimesh brothers took this opportunity to present President Klaus, and the Consul General of the Czech Republic, Honorable Dana Hunatova, with copies of the book They Came to This Place – A History of Spillville, Iowa, and its Czech Settlers written by Cyril M. Klimesh.  Several years ago Cyril Klimesh transferred the rights to the book to the CHP, and the CHP then funded a project to translate the book into the Czech language.  Copies of both the English and Czech version were presented.  Additionally, the brothers Klimesh were able to visit with President Klaus and the Consul General on the many local area cultural and heritage activities sponsored and presented by the CHP honoring the culture and heritage of the Czechs in this area; Masopust (Czech Marti Gras), March 5 this year, concerts featuring the best compositions of the great Czech composers (Dvořák, Smetana, Janáček), the work of the Family History and Documents Center (funded by the CHP) in Protivin, Iowa, and other events.   “It was a great honor to be invited, and a privilege to attend, such a prestigous event honoring President Klaus, and to be able to visit with him and everyone attending about the Spillville-Protivin area and the work we are doing here to preserve and remember our culture and heritage“ stated the brothers.  Besides Masopust March 5, a significant public service outreach event is scheduled for April 8 when the CHP partnering with the Waterloo Cedar Falls Symphony will host over 550 area 4th, 5th and 6th grade school children for an educational Youth Concert featuring the works of the great Czech composer Antonin Dvorak, a Spillville resident in 1893, and Czech composer Leos Janacek, at the St. Weceslaus Chuch in Spillville.  The day will be completed with a public concert the evening of April 8.  Watch for announcements with more information.
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