News from the Czech Center in the Museum District  - August 24, 2009

4920 San JACINTO, Houston, Texas 77004 — 713-528-2060

Czech@czechcenter.org—www.czechcenter.org - www.receptionshouston.com

OPEN MONDAY—Saturday 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 p.m.
From the Heart of Europe to the Heart of Houston, 

The Czech Center Museum Houston



Dear Members, Friends and Friends to be:

“Time goes by so fast, people go in and out of your life.  You must never miss the opportunity to tell these people how much they mean to you.”  -Anonymous


The month of August is closing in on us here at the Czech Center Museum Houston.  In today’s mail I am reminded once again of the recent passing of Henrietta Klecka as I receive yet another letter (this one from Jane Cyva), email, or telephone call noting how many people’s lives this lady touched.  There are many leaders, role models, people who make a difference among us.  I find it very worthwhile to pass this communication on (I have read it many times) excerpted from Thursday’s August 6, 2009 East Bernard Express:


Henrietta Sophia Urbish Klecka of East Bernard passed away peacefully at her home on Tuesday afternoon, July 29, 2009 in the presence of family members and caregivers.  Mrs. Klecka was born to Frank Vaclav and Marie Helen Drost Urbish in East Bernard on Nov. 12, 1921. She graduated as salutatorian of her class from East Bernard High School in 1938, after which she worked at home, assisting her father who was an undertaker and owner of Urbish Funeral Home in East Bernard.


She was engaged to her high school sweetheart, Rudolph A. Klecka, who served in the U.S. Army and was stationed in England with the American forces until the end of World War 11 in 1945. Rudy and Henrietta were married in Holy Cross Church on Nov. 28, 1941. They had three sons: Rudolph Nathan Jr., James Michael and Edward Henry Klecka. In 1946, Mr. Klecka opened his small dry cleaning business, which later expanded into an apparel store and gift shop specializing in imported crystal from the Czech Republic.


In 1955, Mrs. Klecka began her career with the U.S. Postal Service in East Bernard as a postal clerk. She was appointed post mistress in 1981 and retired in 1991 after 36 years of service.


In 1967, Rudy and Henrietta and another couple visited the Czech Republic and contacted relatives in Moravia. Based on that visit, they made the decision to begin organizing genealogy tours for families with ancestral roots in that country.


From 1969 through 2004, Klub Kontinental hosted two tours to the Czech Republic each year through which hundreds of participants discovered the beauty and history of their Czech culture. Through the contacts that Henrietta and Rudy secured for them, most made contact with their relatives in that country and discovered the ancestral homes of their immigrant ancestors. The discrete support and encouragement that Henrietta and Rudy gave the Church under communism helped priests and parishes to survive, and after 1989 to thrive in the freedom restored to their country.


Mrs. Klecka worked together with Rudy to see to the many details of organizing each tour and accompanied him as a gracious host to their guests, among whom were the late Bishop John Morkovsky of Houston and numerous priests and religious women of Czech ancestry.

Their dedication to the people of the Czech Republic and their many friends there led Henrietta and Rudy to join doctors of Czech descent in the Houston area to found Texas-Czech Physician Exchange Program, an organization with the mission of hosting Czech physicians for three months study at the Medical Center in Houston with leading physicians in many fields.

Henrietta and Rudy both served as founding members of the Board of Directors for many years.

She was an active member of the Catholic Daughters of America, Court St. Bernadette and served as grand regent.


She was also a founding member of the Czech Heritage Society of Wharton County, member of the Czech Cultural Center in Houston, the Ladies Auxiliary of the American Legion, Post No. 226 in East Bernard, and served as Cub Scout Den Mother.


Mrs. Klecka is survived by her husband, Rudolph A. Klecka; and sons, Rudolph Nathan Jr., James Michael and his wife Patricia Kay, Edward Henry and his wife Angelita Butra; grandchildren, Patrick Klecka, Rudy Horak, Emily Klecka, Bernadette and Bernard Butra, Lori Vanta, Jason Britt and Megan Garcia; great-grandchildren, Joshua and Lindsey Klecka, Kalynn Klecka, Madison and Colin Vanta, Britt and Mackenzie Garcia.  She is also survived by her brother Ben Frank Urbish of Denver, Colo., and numerous cousins, nephews and nieces.


She was predeceased by her parents; her brother, Justis Urbish of East Bernard; and sister, Georgia Marie Urbish Burnside of Buena Vista, Calif. Family visitation was held at 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 30, at Holy Cross Church in East Bernard. At 7 p.m. the Catholic Daughters of America, Court St. Bernadette led a Wake Service. Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Friday at 10 a.m. in Holy Cross Church, followed by internment in Holy Cross Cemetery.


The family wishes to thank caregivers Emily Svoboda, Lulu Rodriguez, Geneva Martinez, Houston Hospice of El Campo and doctors Larry Penick, Thai Huynh and Robin Ferguson for their excellent and compassionate care during her final illness.

Memorial donations may be made to Holy Cross Church, P.O. Box 1335, East Bernard, TX 77435; Svaty Mikolas Church in Petrvald, Czech Republic for Mass intentions, c/o P.O. Box 28, East Bernard, TX 77435; the Catholic Daughters of the America Court St. Bernadette Scholarship Fund, c/o Holy Cross Church; the Czech  Center Museum Houston, 4920 San Jacinto Street, Houston, TX 77004; or the Feik School of Pharmacy, University of the Incarnate Word, 4301 Broadway, CPO 99, San Antonio, TX 78209.


There is much to learn from obituaries—how people lived their lives, extending friendship, love, assistance, not only to their families and closest friends but beyond borders, making a difference, giving back to their community whether at home, their neighborhood, church, organizations they helped build and lead.  You can see them listed here.


We at the Czech Center Museum Houston have known Rudolph and Henrietta Klecka since May 1998.  In 2005 they were honored here at the Center’s Annual Fall Gala an award from the Czech Republic presented by Texas Czech Honorary Consul General Raymond J. Snokhous with many of their family and friends in attendance.  The award was a bronze memorial medal “Czernin Palace” together with a diploma signed by the Czech Ambassador.  This award is presented annually on the occasion of the Czech National Holiday October 28th to U.S. persons or institutions who have contributed greatly and significantly to the progress of Czech American relations.


We were greatly honored when The Kleckas gifted C.C.M.H. with a priceless Moravska Gobelinska Manufaktura (Moravian Gobelien Manufactory) tapestry (1937) of second President of then Czechoslovakia Dr. Edvard Benes and an exquisite Czech Crystal Queen’s Lace Cut Punch Bowl, Tray and Cups, all exhibited in our Presidents Room in Brno Gallery. 


I hope some of us still have time to make that difference and to remember to tell the people who go in and out of our lives how much they mean to us!!
Effie M. Rosene, et al at the Center


The Bartered Bride (1863)

September 17 and 18, 2009 Thursday and Friday respectively please join us for a performance of the Czech Comedy Opera Bedrich Smetana’s The Bartered Bride.  The evenings commence with a wine and food reception in Brno Gallery followed by program in Prague Hall’s Theatre in the Round.  It will be a great way to honor the Klecka Family.  

Check out our web page www.czechcenter.org, our blog www.czechcentermuseumhouston.wordpress.com or 713-528-2060 for booking information.


We hope you will join us for your shopping needs. - Call us if you can’t come in.


The Czech Center Museum Houston welcomes donations of any amount to underwrite operating costs and the capital campaign for the third floor.  Visit our website www.czechcenter.org to contribute on line.  Thank you.



Celebrating Our Heritage in the Third Millennium!
Let us hear from you!  Questions or comments?   E-mail us at Czech@czechcenter.org 
