News from the Czech Center in the Museum District  - April 16, 2009
4920 San JACINTO, Houston, Texas 77004 — 713-528-2060
Czech@czechcenter.org—www.czechcenter.org - www.receptionshouston.com
OPEN MONDAY—Saturday 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 p.m.
From the Heart of Europe to the Heart of Houston,
The Czech Center Museum Houston
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   Update on Center’s Annex Building  The Annex Building located at 4917 Fannin to the rear of the Center’s building on San Jacinto has been in use since its purchase as additional parking for venues at the Center. The Center purchased the property for future expansion however in the meantime must find a more and additional productive use for the property.  It was proposed to and approved by the Board of Directors to use the building to establish an upscale antiques, vintage, new and used retail shop.  Many have said how apropos this is to the present economic times.  The facility’s electric, plumbing and interior is being upgraded to provide this service.  Of course, inventory for the building will depend on donations from our Members and Friends like you. Accepting Donations  We are preparing to receive the following donations in the near future:  Collectibles, China, Pottery, Furniture (small only), Antiques, Select Clothes, Jewelry, Books, Toys, Household items (Dinnerware, Tableware, etc,) Tools, Yard and Garden furniture and tools.   Dates and times for delivery of donated items will be announced.  Please donate only items you yourself would buy, i.e. no broken, tattered or unclean items.  We cannot accept mattresses, large furniture, electronics or bicycles.  Thank you for your consideration as sale of these items will help pay for the purchase of this property for future needed expansion.
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   Dear Friends of the Czech Center Museum Houston:  I believe I should convey to you there is an opportunity to acquire the property – a brick one-story former office building fronting on Fannin adjacent to our Annex Building, 4917 Fannin, immediately at our “back door” and of course immediately behind our parking area at the CCMH Main Building, which has a sign on it advertising for sale.  The Metro rail line fronts on the building and we understand the property owner settled with Metro for an undetermined amount.  It is effectively landlocked by the CCMH on two sides, Metro in front and a Flower Garden on the north side.  The CCMH is unwilling to grant access as is the Flower Garden due to space limitations.  A number of persons have suggested, some urged, that it would be prudent for CCMH to acquire this property for future expansion.  It must be said that our organization would ultimately benefit as this property would offer us together with the acquired Annex property the same amount of space as is presently occupied by the main building and its parking areas.  There is no doubt that it could be argued acquisition of this property would allow the greatest future expansion long-range of the facility.
   This opportunity is an excellent one.  It is realizable if there is a caring person in our midst who has the community vision, the resources, the courageous leadership to acquire this property, which could be a naming opportunity forever as part of beautifying, gentrifying, expanding the Czech Center Museum Houston and a premier Museum District.
   Many great people have been fortunate to have benefitted from our great City.  Many have given back to the community so that their legacy lives on.  We believe and hope there are some who might wish to do that.  Please contact us at 713-528-2060 or email effie@czechcenter.org.  Effie M. Rosene, Chair/CEO
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   In collaboration with the Alley Theatre, the Czech Center Museum Houston is promoting the award winning play Rock ‘n’ Roll, which opens April 24th through May 24, 2009.  Playwright Czech-born Londoner Tom Stoppard’s sweeping and passionate play spans two countries, three generations and twenty-two turbulent years, at the end of which, love remains – and so does Rock ‘n’ Roll.  It begins in Prague, Czechoslovakia in 1968 when the occupying Russian tanks are rolling in, ending in 1990 retelling the story of the Velvet Revolution.  We certainly plan to attend.
For ticket information and special group rates on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday evenings and Saturday Matinee call Damon Price or Joseph Sterling at 713 315 3346.
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   See our Spring Tableau: An Easter egg tree; Moravian Wallachian sheep and an extensive collection of crosses – Victorian, Baroque, traditional, enameled, jeweled, hand-painted; Porcelain and wooden icons; Crystal Rosaries from small to large Czech beads; Painted eggs – blown, wooden, glass, hand enameled bronze, jeweled Faberge style; mouth blown bunnies, ducks, chicks and enameled bronze rooster ornaments.   As usual we promise you hassle free parking and shopping with personal attention.  Don’t forget that we are known for collectible heirlooms, fine crystal, porcelain and pottery, antique and other one of a kind jewelry, antique linens, an overflowing bookstore of all kinds, especially numerous new children’s award winning Czech author Peter Sis books, and marionettes. 
We hope you will join us for your shopping needs. - Call us if you can’t come in.
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The Czech Center Museum Houston welcomes donations of any amount to underwrite operating costs and the capital campaign for the third floor.  Visit our website www.czechcenter.org to contribute on line.  Thank you.
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Celebrating Our Heritage in the Third Millennium!
Let us hear from you!  Questions or comments?   E-mail us at Czech@czechcenter.org
 
