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FOR IMEDIATE RELEASE

PROFESSOR ANTONIN MARTINEK, AND, WRITER AND JOURNALIST PAUL WILSON, WERE AWARDED THE GRATIA AGIT AWARD BY THE CZECH MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

On Friday, October 2, 2009, Cerninsky Palace in Prague, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Jan Kohout, awarded 11 persons and organisations the Gratia Agit Award, for the promotion of the good name of the Czech Republic abroad. Among the awarded were Canadians Antonin Martinek, college professor; and Paul Wilson, Canadian journalist, writer and musician.

The Gratias Agit has been awarded by the Minister of Foreign Affairs since 1997 in appreciation to prominent personalities and organisations of various  nationalities for developing activities in nongovernmental fields, committed to working for the benefit of society as a whole and for the promotion of the good name of the Czech Republic in the world.

Tony Martinek emigrated to Canada in 1968 and two years later became a Master of Applied Science at the University of Waterloo, Ontario. For many years, he served as Dean of the Faculty of Engineering Technologies at Conestoga College, Ontario. He became very actively involved in the Czech community and after 1989 he was one of co-founders of the Canadian Fund for Czech and Slovak Universities in Toronto. His support significantly contributed to the developement of bilateral scientific contacts and student exchanges. 

Paul Wilson is a freelance writer, editor, radio producer and translator. Born in Ontario and educated at the University of Toronto and King's College, University of London, England, he spent ten years in Czechoslovakia (1967-1977) where he taught English and learned Czech. He was eventually expelled by the Communist Government for his association with the dissident movement, particularly for his involvement with the underground music scene as a member of the legendary rock band Plastic People of the Universe. On his return to Canada, he was active in promoting the work of dissident writers and musicians during the remaining years of totalitarianism. He is distinguished for his translations of Czech writers such as Josef Skvorecky, Vaclav Havel, Ivan Klima, and Bohumil Hrabal. 
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