Dear Friends, Members, Friends to be:

I am prompted to write a few thoughts as this month is nearly past.  Incredibly time flies quickly; Monday seems every other day.   Each day is unbelievably full with happenings and it is truly a new world every day.  We are blessed because we hear from some of you, see some of you and wish we would see or hear from others of you.  We have job security because there is always more to do than we can get done.  We truly have not had a slow down in this time of Recession only a significant slow down of revenue.  We believe it will be much improved by the end of the year.  In the meanwhile we conserve and we stand fast, tall and proud unwavering in these elegant surroundings, sharing them and our mission with visitors from around the world.  


In June we enjoyed numerous tour groups, including a bus full of delightful Czechs from abroad touring Houston and Texas and the Sokol Slet in Fort Worth, Dallas.  The Russian Consul General for the fifth year in a row celebrated their National Holiday here with a large number of Houston’s ninety four Consular Corps and numerous countries’ diplomats and diasporas.  Truly a great experience when you like people and places as much as we do. The Mexican Consul General on touring our Presidents Room related how there are numerous historical connections with Mexico and the Czech lands.  Would you have guessed there are several Lidice (1942) villages in Mexico as well?!

A great event for us was an impromptu visit of Czech Ambassador from Prague, Vladimir Eisenbruk, commissioner of Czech communities abroad, with Dr. Nora Jurkovic from the Embassy.  On a Sunday morning driving from engagements in La Grange and College Station there was hardly more than an hour for a cup of coffee, an abbreviated tour and a quickly put together luncheon to greet the Ambassador and convey to him how many of Czech Slovak descent there are in Houston and the Gulf Coast area.  In making a brief commentary prior to leaving for Prague he included the words: “I stand humble before you to learn a small group of volunteers built something of this magnitude.  I have served my country in many countries and have seen nothing to compare.  I know I return to Prague even more proud to be Czech knowing how you care.”  We were taken aback at these words.  We really have no time to think about it being a miracle, what together with others of our “village” we helped create.  There are many great heritage places to visit in Texas but at the Czech Center Museum Houston you will love the art glass windows in Wenceslas Chapel and the Presidents Room and be welcomed by King Rudolf of 1586, the enlightened man of sciences, arts and literature and King Wenceslas circa 927 who ruled so briefly as a non-pagan and great Czech king.  


For several weeks we are consumed with the ardent task of building a grand Gala, our 15th Annual Benefit Fundraiser because it is imperative to open our much needed third floor.  A portion of proceeds will also be gifted to Galveston Arts Center which was devastated by Hurricane Ike and remains closed, hoping to reopen in Galveston, Texas early next year.  

Our Gala Chairs Nina and Ray Vitek, Barbara and Henry Hermis, Paul and Judy Pasemann, Cliff and Barbara Malek, Father Paul Chovanec, Sally Miller, and Wesley Pustejovsky have worked this special event for weeks as well as obviously, a committee of the rest of us supporting them on a daily basis.  At the same time it would not be happening if it weren’t for our full time marketing.  We thank each of you for what you have done and will be grateful to any others who may yet.

So we write wishing you good health and God’s Blessings and hoping you will wish us success August 1, 2009 this Saturday from 5:30 to 10:30 pm in a Reception, Buffet Dinner, Live and Silent Auctions which include a myriad of exciting vacation destinations and gifts to keep or gift.  Perhaps you wish to help by contributing to a Drawing for one or more of six valuable baskets of $250.00 to $300.00 value or the Drawing for a trip to any destination in Europe.  

Incidentally September 17 and 18 we present in our Prague Hall Theatre in the Round the Bedrich Smetana Czech comedy opera The Bartered Bride in English in conjunction with Kingwood College Opera Workshops under Director Gottfried Schiller of Dresden, Germany.  March 27, 2010 we are blessed again to have University of North Texas Denton under direction of Dr. Tom Sovik The Bartered Bride in Czech.  How fortunate can we be!!  

Yes, the weather will turn cooler eventually!

Warmest regards,

Effie M. Rosene and all at the C.C.M.H.
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Chairman/CEO

4920 San Jacinto
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